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OFFICE SAVAGERY AT DALLAS SOLO FEST:
WHO WILL BE LORD OF THE FILES?
LOS ANGELES, CA, MAY 14TH, 2015
Comedian Lesley Tsina tells the story of her office’s descent into savagery in her one-woman show, “Lord
of the Files.” The story begins when the employees of a cellphone ringtone company are told about
layoffs through a satellite broadcast and have to survive for nine more months. The show opens June 11th
at the Margo Jones Theatre as part of the Dallas Solo Fest.
“Lord of the Files” was developed in workshops with noted solo performers Lauren Weedman (The Daily
Show, Bust) and Brian Finkelstein (NPR, The Moth) and was performed previously at the Comedy Central
Stage in Los Angeles and the Upright Citizen’s Brigade Theater. It was directed by Kevin Pedersen (MTV’s
Popzilla, “Malibu Country.”) The show comes to Dallas after successful runs at the Vancouver and
Minnesota Fringe Festivals and the Comedy Central Stage in Los Angeles.
“I wanted to talk about that period between knowing you’re going to lose your job and actually walking
out the door. And about how people scramble when the ship is going down.” said writer and performer
Lesley Tsina. “It’s funny how quickly it can all disappear. Nobody’s buying ringtones anymore. It also
made me think about how you much can invest yourself in a job you never even cared about, simply
because that’s what will get you through the day.”
“Lord of the Files” will run for three performances the Margo Jones Theatre in Fair Park, at 1121 First Ave
in Dallas. Show times are June 11th at 7:30 pm, June 12th at 9:00 pm, and June 13th at 10:30 pm.
Tickets are $12 and can be purchased at the door or at www.dallassolofest.com. Reservations are
recommended and can be made by emailing audacitytheatrelab@yahoo.com or calling 214-888-6650. For
additional information, contact Lesley Tsina or visit www.lordofthefilesshow.wordpress.com.
ABOUT LESLEY TSINA: Lesley Tsina is a Los Angeles-based writer and comedian who has appeared on
“Conan,” “Black-ish,” “Community,” “Transparent,” “Funny or Die Presents,” and NPR’s “Marketplace.” She
was selected out of thousands of applicants to perform in the CBS Diversity Showcase. Her commercials
include the “Hump Day” camel ad for Geico, which has over 20 million views on YouTube. She performs at
the Upright Citizen’s Brigade and at iOWest Theater in Los Angeles. Her favorite shows include Comedy
Death-Ray, Tournament of Nerds, STAT ATTACK! and Extreme Tambourine. Ms. Tsina was a Contributing
Editor for the cult humor and comics anthology The Devastator. Her first book, “Restart Me Up: The
Unauthorized, Un-Accurate Oral History of Windows 95” was recently published by Devastator Press.
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Synopsis
In the summer of 2006, the employees of a cellphone ringtone company are walked over
to the Geffen Playhouse and told about layoffs in a satellite broadcast. Lesley Tsina tells
the story of a group of workers who have to stay for nine more months and shut the place
down. As the months count down and people begin to leave, she and her coworkers
slowly descend into savagery. The HR Manager tries to keep everyone happy by creating
a "morale calendar" of fun events. A slacker employee takes a stand during the
Christmas cubicle decorating contest. Lesley pursues an office romance and loses her
mind in a way that can only be expressed via Microsoft Excel spreadsheet. Based on a
true story, Lord of the Files is the darkly hilarious tale of a corporate death spiral.
Cast and Crew Bios
Lesley Tsina (Writer/Performer) is Los Angeles-based writer and comedian. She has appeared on
Conan, Black-ish, Community, Transparent, Funny or Die Presents and NPR's Marketplace. She
has performed in sketch, improv and solo shows at the Upright Citizen’s Brigade Theater, the
Comedy Central Stage, SF Sketchfest, The San Francisco Improv Festival, the Dallas Solo Fest
and the Vancouver and Minnesota Fringe festivals. Lesley can be seen in various national
commercials, most notably the Geico ad where the camel walks around the office saying "Hump
Day,” which has over 20 million views on YouTube and was featured in TruTV’s “Funniest
Commercials of the Year.” In 2012, she was selected out of thousands of applicants to perform in
the CBS Diversity Showcase for network executives and casting directors. Favorite shows
include “Slave Leia Improv,” “Extreme Tambourine,” and “Tournament of Nerds.” Lesley was
also a Contributing Editor for the cults comics and satire anthology The Devastator. Her book,
“Restart Me Up: The Unauthorized, Un-Accurate Oral History of Windows 95,” was recently
published by Devastator Press.

Kevin Pedersen (Director) Kevin is a writer and comedian based in Los Angeles. His writing
credits include working as a writer and executive producer on Popzilla, a show he co-created for
MTV. Other writing credits include ABC’s Malibu Country, HubWorld, Word Girl, The Onion,
The Showbiz Show With David Spade, and 10 Dates From Hell on TBS.com. He spent four years
on a UCB Harold team, co-directed “Sketch Cram,” and is the host and producer of the moviethemed variety show "Spoilers Revealed". Stage credits include “Maude Night,” “Other People's
Stuff,” “Quick 'n Dirty Musicals,” “Writing Under The Influence,” and the sketch group
“Thirty:30.”
Praise for Lord of the Files
“Hands-down, Lesley Tsina’s Lord of the Files is
the funniest show of the second Dallas Solo Fest.”
-Mark Lowry, Theater Jones
“Lesley Tsina is a talented storyteller and comedian
with excellent timing and a commanding presence.
Lord of the Files is intensely entertaining and wellperformed, and if you’ve ever worked in an office,
ever had a loved one who worked in an office, ever
watched The Office, you should go watch and
enjoy.”
-Liz Byron, Aisle Say Twin Cities
"There is something about the story of Lord of the
Files that rings so true, so close to the spinal cord of
so many artists and art enthusiasts...it is easy to see
why people are flocking to this understated
wonder."
- Susan Cormier, Plank Magazine
"Lesley Tsina has a great story to tell…"
– Ed Huyck, Minneapolis City Pages
"…Quite funny and, for many, a no-doubt familiar memoir of that experience."
– Rob Hubbard, St. Paul Pioneer Press
“Lesley Tsina had a deadpan delivery that was funny, and her story was engaging.”
- Kenna Cottman, Minnesota Playlist
Overall Audience Rating at Minnesota Fringe: 
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